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Sunila Pulp Mill, Kotka, 1938, 195154.Rall Hestnes / Hestngboto archive.

The other side

There are two cases to take into consideration: one, of the influences that can arise in a
decaying period; another, of the search for influences as béaiction for that same

period that is falling apart and one wishes to build. That is: in the first case, influences
not asked for; in the second, sougtfter influences; moreover, one must understand

that all the period in dissolution is searchingifdfuences and, therefore, there is a

sort of fusion of both cases, a mutual attraction of the influences and the dissolution.

Fernando Tavora, 1945
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Sunila Pulp Mill, Kotka, 1938, 195154.Rall Hestnes / Hestnes photo archive.

Architecture produced by contemporary Portuguese architects would be impossible to understand

without taking into consideration the readings of the Modern that have emerged during the 20th

century, particularly those that have occurred after World WaFhke decade of the 1950s in Portugal

was marked in particular by the acknowledgement and dissemination of Nordic architecture, mostly

GKNRdZAK (GKS Llzof AOI A2y ScandihalighTindeferdgénérizalhdo thisNRA G A y3a | y
inference. It alsaefers, more specifically, to the voyage of architect Raul Hestnes Ferreira to Finland

between 1957 and 1958 a significant journey, because it directs us, in a particular way, to a moment

in time when Portuguese architects acquired operative awarenéfisecheterodoxy of the Modern.

I S&iy S a eprésentmelbPerienced side of such awarenesst alludes, in various ways, to a

O2yONBGS Y2@SYSyil (26 NRa (K2 NI MRBEARNBRS @ Stk WIOK Q¢ S NIK I y
mentions in distrusbf what is imposed. If, on the one hand, thestwar comesas a decaying period,

on the other handScandinavigandFinlandin particular, stand out as wideleviatong | a Wol aiAa 27
action for that same period that is falling apart and one wishes o buR ®Q
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I NBaSIFNOK GKF{G o0dzAf RA dzl2y whkgf 1 8aiGySaQ 22dNySe G2
work, requires questioning the History of Portuguese Architecture with contents that relates to the

impact of individual action andtothe arcBitO G Q& | dzli2y2Y2dzda SRdzOF GA2y Ay RANBC
A contact with reality which is not explicitly exhorted, which does not resort to an already traveled

itinerary, nor does it repeat the approach to a recurrent past, but which, on the contraistsesd

GNASa (G2 AydAaYlrdSte (y2é | OKFIyOS 2F RSG2dzN®d Ly (KAA
ideological, officially induced, newsworthy or historical charge of other core references, or of other

journeys, on the same period; it has the partausignificance of deviating itself, not only from the

Grand Tourbut also from the most common destinations of the young Portuguese architects of that

periodt ltaly, France, other countries in Europe, or even Bfdzéstnes, who assumes his will for

deviation, became the first Portuguese architect to travel to Finland with the objective of studying in a

meaningful way and in direct contact the work of Alvar Aalto. Thereby, the present research values, in

the contemporary agenda, not only the inquiriofithe significance of experienae or the desire for

it, as we will, indirectly, conclude but also the existence of some disregarded fisstinations of

deviation and of inversion that have a place in the entanglements of H%tory.

Scandinavian Timevhich is, after all, about the way weveilreality, is the title of a shorstory book

by HestneC SNNB A NI Q& FlFGKSNE GKS gNRGSNI w2asS D2YSa CSNNBAN
consul in Norway, between 1926 and 1929. The subtitles in this article take their names form the

names of his storie$.

Almost a report

Raul Hestnes Ferreira(BS NJ O2 YLJX SiAy3a GKS {LISOAIf ! NOKAGSOGdzZNBQa |
Arts, and disappointed with the events he experienced during the dictatorship years in Partigal

was expelled from the Lisbon School of Fine Arts in 1952; arrested by tle¢ selice in Porto in

1955; sent in 1956 to the army to serve as a first private in the 1st Disciplinary Company of Penamacor;

and trialled for several months, with dozens of other students, by the Plenary Court of Porto

decides, at the age of 26, tositithe Nordic countries in order texperience architecture, particularly

that of Alvar Aalto’
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Sports Hall, Otaniemi, 1942. Raul Hestnes / Hestnes photo archive.

Thus, Raul Hestnésft Portugal heading towards Oslo, travelling to Kristiansundhere some of his

relatives livedt then to Trondheim, and from there to Stockholm, where he took a boat to Finland. He

FNNAGSR Ay | StaAayli 2y G§KS RIbér2@hFL95if Kddys @er¥tLJ2 8 SNJ { A6 St
would be during a visit to one of the houses designed by Aulis Blomstedt in Tapiola that Hestnes and

some friends listened on the radio to the broadcast of the funeral. In Helsinki, he immediately settled

in at the Otaniemi @ekkarikyl&a university residences, designed by Heikki Siren, where he was hosted

by Finnish students who easily convinced him to stay in Finland for a longer period of time. He found a

job at the studio of an architect that would impress himtbg way shealesigns singkéamily houses in

great detail As a voluntary student, he attended the Architecture Course at the Helsinki University of

Technology, where he studied with urbanist Oliteari Meurman and Heikki Siren at the Architecture

Studiot during hisclasses, he developed a project for a primary school in Helsinki. Hestnes points out

that Heikki Sirem who was, by coincidence, lecturing at the school as a substitute for a short period

oftmet ¢l & Fdzy RI'YSYyldlft Ay KAa& talkddnde dbowdthdivbllinfetfich y 3Y WA Y t 2
mass, the space, and not so much about construction or structure, and he was very incisive an these

GKIG AyFEtdsSyOSR YS @SNE RSSLIX&@Qd [FGSNE | SaliySa 62N
Al YS & NB S io,wkich hetvisitéRof sevetaliodzasidns.
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House of Culture, Kulttuuritaldlelsinki1952;58. Raul Hestnes / Hestnes photo archive.

House of Culture, Kulttuuritalbielsinki1952;58. Raul Hestnes / Hestnes photo archive.
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¢CKNRdZAK2dzi GKS @SN KS allyild Ay CAytlyRX 18aldySa az2dz
from the insideln Helsinki and its surroundings, he visited the Rautatalo building at the city center,

with its indoor café1951¢55); the Kulttuuritalg where the Communist Party headquarters were based

(195258), theimmenseNational Pensions Buildif95%56)T (G KS CAyyAaK 9y 3IAYSSNAQ
by the harbor(194&;53); the sports pavilion in Otanierfl94&52)T I yR ! I £t 62 Q&8 K2dzaS I yR
Munkkiniemi(1935; 195463). Moving away from Helsinki, Hestnes traveled on his own, hitchhiking.

He visited the Sunila facto(§951¢54), the Vuokseniska church in Imatf965;58); the Jyvaskyla

University(192%;33); the Civic Centre of S&jsalo (194%52T ! | £t 12 Q&4 K2f ARIF& K2dza$S I
Island(1952;54); Villa Maireg(1937c39)T ¢ | Y (DB&52} /AR | a S A$4A3) hdukimgha

Tampere; Kauttua's Stepped Terrace House in @92i7c44), Turun Sanomat in Tuwk192830)and

Paimio Sanatoriun192%33).1 S RAR y 2 @ A(A983i35)hetalidaliank shdated in 6 NI NE

USSR fact, it was not even known if it had survived World War II.

N
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National Pensions Institute, Helsinki, 1988 Raul Hestnes / Hestnes photo archive.
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National Pensions Institute, Helsinki, 1988 Raul Hestnes / Hestnes photo archive.
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Paimio Sanatorium, Paimio, 1933. Raul Hestnes / Hestnes photo archive.
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Paimio Sanatorium, Paimio, 1933. Raul Hestnes / Hestnes photo archive.

| SadySa (Kdza LIJdzNE dzSR It knfuch aviaitér inhig woldsi andigdsterigdta 2 G KS & NJ
the wart mainly in bare brick making the most of his journey period of intenseation of urban

agglomerates and buildings in Finland, many of which had been just recently fifishedt his

incursions, Raul Hestnes would mention how important it was for him to engage with the works of

other architects building in Finland at thienie, such as Blomstedtrdi, Ravell, Petja, Ahola, Ervi, and

particularly Kaija and Heikki Siren, with their houses and chapel in Otaniemi, or the townhouses and

Aarnivalkea school in Tapiola.
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