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Sunila Pulp Mill, Kotka, 1936-38, 1951-54. Raúl Hestnes / Hestnes photo archive. 

 

The other side 

 

There are two cases to take into consideration: one, of the influences that can arise in a 

decaying period; another, of the search for influences as basis of action for that same 

period that is falling apart and one wishes to build. That is: in the first case, influences 

not asked for; in the second, sought-after influences; moreover, one must understand 

that all the period in dissolution is searching for influences and, therefore, there is a 

sort of fusion of both cases, a mutual attraction of the influences and the dissolution. 

Fernando Távora, 1945
1
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Sunila Pulp Mill, Kotka, 1936-38, 1951-54. Raúl Hestnes / Hestnes photo archive. 

 

Architecture produced by contemporary Portuguese architects would be impossible to understand 

without taking into consideration the readings of the Modern that have emerged during the 20th 

century, particularly those that have occurred after World War II. The decade of the 1950s in Portugal 

was marked in particular by the acknowledgement and dissemination of Nordic architecture, mostly 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ƭǾŀǊ !ŀƭǘƻΩǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪΦ Scandinavian Time refers generically to this 

inference. It also refers, more specifically, to the voyage of architect Raúl Hestnes Ferreira to Finland 

between 1957 and 1958 τ a significant journey, because it directs us, in a particular way, to a moment 

in time when Portuguese architects acquired operative awareness of the heterodoxy of the Modern.  

IŜǎǘƴŜǎΩ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ represents the experienced side of such awareness τ it alludes, in various ways, to a 

ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨŘŜǎƛǊŜŘ ǎŜŀǊŎƘΩΣ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘ-ŦƻǊ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜΩ ǘƘŀǘ CŜǊƴŀƴŘƻ ¢łǾƻǊŀ 

mentions in distrust of what is imposed. If, on the one hand, the post-war comes as a decaying period, 

on the other hand, Scandinavia, and Finland in particular, stand out as wider deviationsΣ ŀǎ Ψōŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ 

action for that same period that is falling apart and one wishes to buƛƭŘΦΩ  
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! ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ōǳƛƭŘǎ ǳǇƻƴ wŀǵƭ IŜǎǘƴŜǎΩ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƻΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴΣ {ŎŀƴŘƛƴŀǾƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ !ŀƭǘƻΩǎ 

work, requires questioning the History of Portuguese Architecture with contents that relates to the 

impact of individual action and to the architŜŎǘΩǎ ŀǳǘƻƴƻƳƻǳǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΦ 

A contact with reality which is not explicitly exhorted, which does not resort to an already traveled 

itinerary, nor does it repeat the approach to a recurrent past, but which, on the contrary, resists and 

ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ƪƴƻǿ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŘŜǘƻǳǊΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘΣ IŜǎǘƴŜǎΩ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 

ideological, officially induced, newsworthy or historical charge of other core references, or of other 

journeys, on the same period; it has the particular significance of deviating itself, not only from the 

Grand Tour, but also from the most common destinations of the young Portuguese architects of that 

period τ Italy, France, other countries in Europe, or even Brazil.
2
 Hestnes, who assumes his will for 

deviation, became the first Portuguese architect to travel to Finland with the objective of studying in a 

meaningful way and in direct contact the work of Alvar Aalto. Thereby, the present research values, in 

the contemporary agenda, not only the inquiring of the significance of experience τ or the desire for 

it, as we will, indirectly, conclude τ but also the existence of some disregarded first-destinations of 

deviation and of inversion that have a place in the entanglements of History.
3
 

Scandinavian Time, which is, after all, about the way we unveil reality, is the title of a short-story book 

by Hestnes CŜǊǊŜƛǊŀΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊ WƻǎŞ DƻƳŜǎ CŜǊǊŜƛǊŀΣ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мфсфΣ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀǎ 

consul in Norway, between 1926 and 1929. The subtitles in this article take their names form the 

names of his stories.
4
  

 

Almost a report 

 

Raúl Hestnes Ferreira, afǘŜǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜΩǎ /ƻǳǊǎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tƻǊǘƻ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ CƛƴŜ 

Arts, and disappointed with the events he experienced during the dictatorship years in Portugal τ he 

was expelled from the Lisbon School of Fine Arts in 1952; arrested by the secret police in Porto in 

1955; sent in 1956 to the army to serve as a first private in the 1st Disciplinary Company of Penamacor; 

and trialled for several months, with dozens of other students, by the Plenary Court of Porto
5
 τ 

decides, at the age of 26, to visit the Nordic countries in order to experience architecture, particularly 

that of Alvar Aalto.
6
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Sports Hall, Otaniemi, 1949-52. Raúl Hestnes / Hestnes photo archive. 

 

Thus, Raúl Hestnes left Portugal heading towards Oslo, travelling to Kristiansund τ where some of his 

relatives lived τ then to Trondheim, and from there to Stockholm, where he took a boat to Finland. He 

ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ IŜƭǎƛƴƪƛ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜǊ {ƛōŜƭƛǳǎΩ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳber 20th 1957 τ days later, it 

would be during a visit to one of the houses designed by Aulis Blomstedt in Tapiola that Hestnes and 

some friends listened on the radio to the broadcast of the funeral. In Helsinki, he immediately settled 

in at the Otaniemi Teekkarikylä university residences, designed by Heikki Siren, where he was hosted 

by Finnish students who easily convinced him to stay in Finland for a longer period of time. He found a 

job at the studio of an architect that would impress him by the way she designs single-family houses in 

great detail. As a voluntary student, he attended the Architecture Course at the Helsinki University of 

Technology, where he studied with urbanist Otto-livari Meurman and Heikki Siren at the Architecture 

Studio τ during his classes, he developed a project for a primary school in Helsinki. Hestnes points out 

that Heikki Siren τ who was, by coincidence, lecturing at the school as a substitute for a short period 

of time τ ǿŀǎ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΥ Ψƛƴ tƻǊǘƻΣ ǿŜ talked more about the volumetric 

mass, the space, and not so much about construction or structure, and he was very incisive on these τ 

ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ƳŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŘŜŜǇƭȅΩΦ [ŀǘŜǊΣ IŜǎǘƴŜǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ²ƻƭŘŜƳŀǊ .ŀŜƪƳŀƴ ƻƴ ¢ƛƛƭƛƳŅƪƛΣ ǘƘŜ 

ǎŀƳŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ŀǎ !ŀƭǘƻΩǎ ǎǘǳdio, which he visited on several occasions.
7
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House of Culture, Kulttuuritalo, Helsinki, 1952ς58. Raúl Hestnes / Hestnes photo archive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

House of Culture, Kulttuuritalo, Helsinki, 1952ς58. Raúl Hestnes / Hestnes photo archive. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
Working papers - !ƭǾŀǊ !ŀƭǘƻ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎΩ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ 
March 12th ς 14th 2012, Seinäjoki and Jyväskylä, Finland 

 

Scandinavian time, the voyage of Raúl Hestnes CŜǊǊŜƛǊŀ ǘƻ CƛƴƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ !ƭǾŀǊ !ŀƭǘƻΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ tƻǊǘǳƎǳŜǎŜ 
architecture during the Post-War period 
Patricia Miguel 
1.2.2013 

7/22 

 

www.alvaraaltoresearch.fi 

¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƘŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƛƴ CƛƴƭŀƴŘΣ IŜǎǘƴŜǎ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘȅ !ƭǾŀǊ !ŀƭǘƻΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎ 

from the inside. In Helsinki and its surroundings, he visited the Rautatalo building at the city center, 

with its indoor café (1951ς55); the Kulttuuritalo, where the Communist Party headquarters were based 

(1952ς58); the immense National Pensions Building (1953ς56)Τ ǘƘŜ CƛƴƴƛǎƘ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊǎΩ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ 

by the harbor (1948ς53); the sports pavilion in Otaniemi (1948ς52)Τ ŀƴŘ !ŀƭǘƻΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘƛƻ ƛƴ 

Munkkiniemi (1935; 1954ς63). Moving away from Helsinki, Hestnes traveled on his own, hitchhiking. 

He visited the Sunila factory (1951ς54); the Vuokseniska church in Imatra (1955ς58); the Jyväskylä 

University (1929ς33); the Civic Centre of Säynätsalo (1949ς52)Τ !ŀƭǘƻΩǎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǘ aǳǳǊŀǘǎŀƭƻ 

Island (1952ς54); Villa Mairea (1937ς39)Τ ¢ŀƳǇŜƭƭŀΩǎ (1938ς52) ŀƴŘ !ǎŜǾŜƭƛƪȅƭŅΩǎ (1940ς43) housing in 

Tampere; Kauttua´s Stepped Terrace House in Eura (1937ς44); Turun Sanomat in Turku (1928ς30) and 

Paimio Sanatorium (1929ς33).  IŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ±ƛƛǇǳǊƛΩǎ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ (1933ς35) because it was situated in 

USSR, in fact, it was not even known if it had survived World War II.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Pensions Institute, Helsinki, 1953-56. Raúl Hestnes / Hestnes photo archive. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
Working papers - !ƭǾŀǊ !ŀƭǘƻ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎΩ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ 
March 12th ς 14th 2012, Seinäjoki and Jyväskylä, Finland 

 

Scandinavian time, the voyage of Raúl Hestnes CŜǊǊŜƛǊŀ ǘƻ CƛƴƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ !ƭǾŀǊ !ŀƭǘƻΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ tƻǊǘǳƎǳŜǎŜ 
architecture during the Post-War period 
Patricia Miguel 
1.2.2013 

8/22 

 

www.alvaraaltoresearch.fi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Pensions Institute, Helsinki, 1953-56. Raúl Hestnes / Hestnes photo archive. 
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Paimio Sanatorium, Paimio, 1929-33. Raúl Hestnes / Hestnes photo archive. 
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Paimio Sanatorium, Paimio, 1929-33. Raúl Hestnes / Hestnes photo archive. 

 

IŜǎǘƴŜǎ ǘƘǳǎ ǇǳǊǎǳŜŘ !ŀƭǘƻΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ τ much whiter, in his words τ and posterior to 

the war τ mainly in bare brick τ making the most of his journey period of intense creation of urban 

agglomerates and buildings in Finland, many of which had been just recently finished.
8
 About his 

incursions, Raúl Hestnes would mention how important it was for him to engage with the works of 

other architects building in Finland at the time, such as Blomstedt, Järvi, Ravell, Petäjä, Ahola, Ervi, and 

particularly Kaija and Heikki Siren, with their houses and chapel in Otaniemi, or the townhouses and 

Aarnivalkea school in Tapiola.  

 

 

 

 

 


