Architectural Lessons in secondary school.

Hubert Trammer, Poland
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I had been leading the Architectural lessons for youth and children in the years 1998-1999, 2000-2001 and 2002. It was the facultative subject in the secondary school in Warsaw  ( First Communal High School) which I graduated in 1994.  In that school every student has to attend to the facultative lessons chosen by him or her. The school organizes lessons if there are more than 8 students interested in having them. When I was the student of the school I attended the Architectural lessons. Few years after, the school asked me to became the tutor of the lessons. The number of participants had been fluctuating from 7 to 20 in several periods. They were from 13 to 19 years old. 
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There were three kinds of lessons. Every third lesson was the walk around the part of our city Warsaw concerned on showing participants the architecture. That meant how buildings are built, how they stay together and also giving them some information about the architects and the time of construction. Showing architecture to the participants of the lessons did not meant only just pointing interesting things and explaining them but also asking them questions which directed the participants on thinking about that what do they see. The walks were concerned on the parts of the city which are reach in interesting architecture. We have seen the monuments of architecture and also the parts of the city which have interesting social live influenced by architecture ( On the foto above : lesson at the Praga part of Warsaw- the district which do not belong to the best addresses in the city but because of its architecture it has its own character. On the streets of the district you have the feeling that they really belong to people living there).  We also visited the area of the production of the film “The Pianist” by Roman Polański. It was the interesting example how the part of the city can be an actor. The district which was only partly destroyed during the Second World War played the role of the completely destroyed area of  Warsaw Ghetto. This walk was also an occasion to see live the film stage design.  The students have seen that not only in film but also in reality it is impossible to  recognize the catch fasades from real houses. To make this You had to go to the back side of the houses ( On the foto below: in the background the back side of the stage design of the film “The pianist”, in foreground the participants of the lesson)
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Every third lesson was the slide show connected with drawing on the blackboard. This lessons were about the architecture of different places in Poland and Europe. They were for example Berlin, Rome, Malta, Sicily, Bregenz, Cieszyn, Bialystok, Suprasl, Karlsruhe, Strasbourg and Basel. Every lesson was focused on architecture of one city or region. I based on slide done by myself.

There were also some lessons concerned on the role of architecture in changing cities ( On the foto: Französisches Viertel in Tübingen, Germany. On the left side the stables converted into houses with shops in the ground floor and appartements in the roof). One of the lessons was about the architecture of EXPO 2000  in Hanover. 

Every third lesson was the architectural drawing lesson. These lessons were lead by the other persons. In the years 1998-2001 it was Eryk Nowak. Since 2001 it was Jan Topczewski.

