arc en rêve  centre d'architecture / Bordeaux

architecture
town-planning

design

a gallery
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an educational workshop

The educational workshop of arc en rêve  centre d’architecture creates and diffuses a series of programmes and activities for young people, children and teenagers at primary schools, secondary schools and high schools, social centers, and specialized institutions.

installations, workshops, educational kits, building sites, hands-on activities, trips, visits.

to make young people more aware of architecture, town-planning and design.

The challenge of all these activities is to examine architecture, design and the city in their cultural dimensions.

The idea is not «to get children playing at being architects», rather it is to offer children access to the different delights and possibilities that architecture, design, and the city may offer them.

development from the point of view

Animated by the architects, the educational workshop of arc en rêve centre d’architecture uses these three activities:

> taste exercice

It always proceeds by a sensitive approach

The child is confronted with the designer’s work 

this is a meeting with the contemporary creation :

the implement of forms, of materials and techniques, the play of colors, of matter, light, of full space and empty space, measurement and disproportion, shown and hidden?  who creates the space, who evoke stories, what causes emotion.

That’s the experience of the pleasure of discovering.

A universe filled with images as many signs which inform us about the world.

Pleasure in seing, in understanding, pleasure in learning.

> critical exercice

the expression of various point of view of the designer’s work

author’s works –architect’s projects and furniture designer’s projects, photographer’s images, writer’s texts – are selected, exchnaged, to show a work in different ways and to question it under different angles – economy, aesthetic, function…

it is reflexion and exchange time

> judgement exercise

this is the training of a certain requirement with the quality of the object, of a house, of a building…

it is appropriate here to discuss the quality, to explain or to state the strong points and the weak points, the avantages and the disadvantages.

This is an essential moment of teaching dynamics, that’s the setting in a situation of responsibility.

the choice is to select the projects which represent the steps of the educational workshop of arc en rêve  centre d’architecture.

1_workshop : inflate

the first approach of architecture by facing feelings which one can test in contact with an extraordinary object.

To discover the first notions of spatial concepts just for pleasure (inside/outside, light/ dark, above/below…)

2_structure et envelopes

to approach the concept of structure like an element of architecture by handling a simple material, the stick.  

To pass from the individual to the collective work by making three-dimensional structures which can then be coated by various types of covers, plastic, wood…

3_architecture et covers

in prolongation of the preceding workshop, to approach the concepts of structure and envelope in reference to international architectural.  The children imagine stories.  They talk about architecture starting from the observation of the images provided.  They discuss their points of view and give their criticisms of these buildings.

4_cabin, build your own adventure !

arc en rêve  centre d’architecture plays the role of cultural mediator.  The educational workshop provides the interface between the children and the architects.  The latter gave a formal framework, resulting from the various desires of cabins expressed by the pupils.  Some wanted to look at the sky or to have an exit on the roof.  Others saw a transparent hut, or with different openings.

To federate these ideas, the cabin adopted a simple form which is held in the space of a circle made by the children.  The children each have their window facing towards the sky.  They were measured to be all the same height, once upright on their seat.  The cabin which removes the differences in size is also that which posts all the characteristics.  Three hundred and fifty transparent plastic bags are placed at the disposal of the children who fill them with objects wich have meaning for them.

5_structure Cecil Balmond/ Shigeru ban

to tackle the questions relating to the importance of structure in architecture throught th work of the engineer Cecil Balmond.  By the approach of an implementation principle, the children discover the possibilities of this structure.  This workshop is based on a project of Shigeru Ban.

6_set of houses

handling a prototype of a house to approach the concepts relating to the city, its development, its management.

7_sustainable development

to answer the needs of the present while preserving the capacity of future generations, to meet our own needs is today a requirement which relates to the framework of life and more particularly to urban territories.

From the problems arising from urban sprawl whose most spectacular demonstration is the dispersion of the individual habitat on the outskirts of towns, it will be a question on the consequences, economic, ecological, social and cultural and on the proposals of the architects, town planners and landscape designers implemented by the communities.

To study an aerial photograph, to handle urban forms, to express their point of view to reconcile city and sustainable development (territory, nature, architecture, transport, service).

8_architecture declaration for my city

The children present Pey-Berland square.

installation created in 2004 by architectural agency King Kong, Bordeaux and with the Spanish architect Francisco Mangado.

In the framework of their school’s project, the pupils of the Franc-Sanson school revisited the heritage of the XXe century in Bordeaux.  They discovered, observed, deciphered, five emblematic buildings of contemporary design in Bordeaux : the fire station, the administrative city building, the Entrepôt (warehouse),the Bordeaux Law courts and the tramway’s hangars. Pey-Berland square was selected as an example of the reconversion of a public space, resolutely contemporary in the heart of the historical city.

To learn how to see and understand the forms of expression of the architecture of today, to practice being crtitical, such is the work carried out by the pupils with the educational workshop of arc en rêve  centre d’architecture.  

The children’s point of view are very rich for learning about each other’s tastes.  Between the generally accepted ideas and the pleasure of architecture, their work is an invitation to traverse thousand and one possible ways to understand the metamorphoses of the city.

9_the agora

In the framework of their cultural project on architecture and space, the pupils of the class of first year professional class visited an exhibition of architecture and engineering “Informal” Cecil Balmond engineer Arup, London, as well as the Law Court of Bordeaux, designed and created by the architect Richard Rogers.  These projects of architects and international engineers contributed to making the pupils more aware with contemporary creation throughout the world.

Two workshops returned the work of the directly visible and readable class for all the college.  These workshops, which animated the agora, made it possible for the pupils to better understand the value of this space and functional contradictions which emerged from this space.  They also made it possible to present to the whole community of the high-school the existence of a reflexion in progress.

The pupils realized that this immense space could be exploited to make an "inhabited" place of it.  The pupils felt all the interest to invest the agora, in order to facilitate its appropriation by the users.

To learn how to see and understand contemporary architecture, this is the work completed by the class of first year professional vat ROC/SM with the educational workshop of arc en rêve  centre d’architecture in order to give them the means as citizens of being critical and sensitive to the quality of the installation of their high-school.

10_assembly

to approach the concept of context in architecture.  The children play starting from a simple gesture which is to stack.  A free building set is proposed.  Discovering variety of the forms.  Fixing by stems and nuts constrained to simplify the form, to limit diversity, to play with the technique and the standard.  A collective construction is fixed on a base. To talk about buildings becomes impossible to circumvent.

then we project images on construction, a metamorphose appear. 

That introduced the idea of relativity of the built object, the complementarity with the territory.  Architecture is expressed in its relation to the world and not only with construction.

11_exhibition/ visit

architecture is proposed by the discovery of buildings which are cultural references of contemporary architecture.

