Mie Svennberg

2000 I graduated at Chalmers Architecture

My exam work was an essay called Architecture and children. This work was an investigation of what had been done in this field and how to develop this subject. I find it important that children and youth get the opportunity to become involved in discussions about their own surroundings. It’s a question about democracy to be aware of what the possibilities are to influence the society in different ways. But politicians, planners, architects etc. have lots to win listening to kids, who are experts about their environments and how they use them. But I do also believe that democracy demands knowledge. This is something I want to inspire (young) people to seek.

Architectural Year 2001 

2001 the Swedish government proclaimed as an Architectural Year. Authorities, organisations, institutes of educations etc. was invited by the government to communicate architecture in many different ways. Chalmers Architecture was one of the invited and I got the possibility during this year to work as a project leader in a project called “Architecture as children culture”. Many part project was accomplished this year. Here follows some examples:

“Metropolis” at Borås Art Museum. I was the supervisor of a group of architect students who, together with children and youth, from preschool to high school, made an exhibition about the town of Borås. This was a successful cooperation where the students could test their capability of communicate architecture in other ways than with drawings. Both teachers and pupils and students where very content with the project. This project was organized roughly like this:

· A start with an inspiration lecture for the teachers. Choice of building to study.

· The class visit the building together with the teacher, the architect student and me. The kids made sketching etc.

· Discussions. How do we best characterize the building. What material would be best etc.

· Work

· Exhibition

Once the exhibition was on place a series of workshops for classes that had not been involved in the project began, led by the students. 

Some other co-operators during the Architectural Year 2001 was 

Bok & Bibioteksmässan (Sweden’s biggest book and libraryfair) who this year had architecture as one of the mayor themes. Among other things we drew and built a “Children’s square” with a reading corner, exhibition of children’s and youths work on architecture and an urban design workshop.

We work together with Akvarellmuseet (Water-colour-museum). A workshop children-parent in water-colour painting and building models. Here I worked together with an art teacher.

Together with the Swedish Architectural museum I went to Latvia with a travelling-exhibition. We also had workshop together with a local architects, an art school in Riga and we gave lectures.

Göteborg local culture department 

2001 I started to co-operate with Göteborg local culture department. Ann Hatteböl, the head of the department for children and youth at Göteborg local culture department had in 1999 initiated a group called 

Staden I ungas ögon (The city through the eyes of young people). This group consists of teachers (who work with kids from 2-19 years) who are interested in urban design and how young people can show their point of view in the subject. The group meet about 3 times per semester, discusses urban design, Göteborg etc. and a theme for the yearly exhibition. Since 2002 I’m an “adviser” in the group. This co-operation also led to my post as a part time architecture-consultant for children and youth in Göteborg. 

Concept or method 

Working with architecture in school has become more and more popular and appreciated. Together with two-three other architects many projects has been done in the schools of Göteborg. This is some kind of method that I together with some colleagues more or less use when working with projects in school.

· We start with inspiration that is relevant for the circumstances

· A walk in the area we are going to work with. Let the kids guide but also discover things in the area together with us and the teacher, listen and some times explain.

· Discussion. What is good/bad. Most important is to motivate one’s opinion. What should change, what works. Brainstorm.

· Start to work in groups composed by interest. 

·  Teach how to draw, build models, scale etc.

· Work 

· “Half-time critic” Let the groups present their ideas. Let everybody ask questions. Show the way.

· Work

· Presentation. Invitee politicians, administrators etc. i.e. those who have possibilities to make decisions.   

We find it very important to rely on the children and youth, that they have the capacity to work things out. 

It is also not to be afraid to let kids take part in processes, explaining it with that they will be disappointed if things do not turn out to be exactly their ideas.  

Some projects

Konstens Kraft 2002

This project started with six small towns in the province Dalsland. Six artists got a commission to make sketches of public art piece in these towns. There were discussions and seminars about the built environment, art etc for the town politicians, authorities and others involved. After this first part young people was to be involved to work together with the artists. I was asked to work as a project-coordinator and architectural pedagogue. Five schools – the youngest kids was 11 and the oldest 18 – worked together with me and the artists autumn 2002 and they made proposals how they wanted to develop the built environment in their towns. Some of the proposals have been realized. There have also been interested discussions between the youths and politicians. 

Komettorget 2002-2008…
Eight classes in the suburb Bergsjön in Göteborg worked together with me and two artists in making mosaic slabs for a square near to the school. This project is a cooperation between school, the municipal and the traffic planning office of Göteborg. The project will continue for minimum five years, with new classes working with artists in school, making new slabs. This project is about feeling proud of your neighbourhood and getting to knew more about it. Many of these kids are refugees. It is also a part in repairing the area in dialogue with the inhabitants. 

Playgrounds 2002-2005…

In Bergsjön children from 10-15 was involved in planning a new and big playground. I worked especially much with one class who went to visit other parks, and made a visit to the Park planning office, made drawings, made models etc. The landscape architect listen a lot to the kids ideas when she finally made the drawings. The kids have also plant flowers etc at the spot.

Near to a school in the city of Göteborg we were two architects working with children planning the reparation of the nearest playground. This playground had been taken over by junkies and the children were afraid of going there. Also in this case a lot of the children’s ideas are being realized. Inhabitants nearby wanted to be involved, also the police, the church, the municipal administrators, the schools headmaster etc. so a group was formed to reassure the repair of this park.

Dramatized walks in Göteborg

Together with actors we make dramatized and common architectural walks for children and youth.  

