Budaiya, Children’s Perspective
I am honoured to be one of architects who are chosen to assist children at this workshop. The main purpose of this workshop is, in my understanding, to introduce the children’s “meaning- making through their work-of-art” to the world outside
. It would be limiting for an  adult, even a professional architect, to take the position in “leading” a child in the act of self expression, would be disastrous to “teach” a child to “see” the world through an adult’s eyes, because their world is so precious that nobody, under professional or other lable, should touch it. Although I have been working with children before, each workshop is a new and exciting experience which is coloured by cultural background specific to a place and time.   


In 1993 I became involved in a project
 which aimed at giving children and young people an opportunity to participate in planning of the visual character of their city. My task was to set-up a workshop for children from a school in Budaiya
 in order to make them familiar with the basic architectural elements in their environment. I began the workshop by asking them to describe their everyday environment using all their “hundred languages”
.


The goal was to give them the opportunity to reflect on the architectural elements surrounding them in their everyday life. Both the basic elements such as doors, windows, walls, and roofs, as well as the more specific elements of Islamic architecture belonging to their city, such as courtyard, windtower, ladies’gallery....


The social life in Bahrain is very different from the European’s, the family network in general in the Middle-East is very strong. Many generations live in the same house and visit their relatives occasionally. 


Children in Budaiya walk many kilometers every day to go to school. Along their path they observe fields, mosque, bazaar
, hammam
, carvanserai
,madrasa
 and other public buildings besides the narrow path through the city where doors to the houses are opened.


I divided the twenty three children into group of eight, according to the geographic setting of their houses. Each group had a map of the Budaiya where the school was marked on. They were to meet with their group and walk to school while documenting the above mentioned elements. One day was set for observation, another for documentation and the last day for presentation. The most interesting discovery was that children did not document windows in their drawings or stories, no windows but many doors. Theirs was a city of doors, with few windows . . .


The explanation is that the most important features in architecture of Bahrain, as an example of Islamic architecture, is privacy and cooling. The Bahraini houses are surrounded by walls, have no windows to the outside, and are opened to a courtyard with  water feature that functions for cooling and as well washing for the preparation of prayers. This central area is called bagh. Another unique feature of the architecture in Bahrain is badgir, or wind-tower which is a tall structures built on the roof and connected to the inside of the house through an opening on the ceiling and doors on each floor. They create air circulation and thus cool the buildings. These features were exagerated in children’s drawings where they called them: “the crowns of Budaiya.”


This workshop was the starting point for my PhD research that questions the  relation between children and architecture. The observation of children’s great interest in learning about their city, the impact of the physical environment of schools on children, and the importance of giving architecture a function above sheltering against forces of nature, was the backbone of PhD research. The aim is to bring the importance of the physical environment of children to the light of the day through giving architecture of school a pedagogical role. 

The birth of a Learnscape . . .
As the educational system of the new century differs from the ‘factory’ model of the past, so does the building within which this education is ‘performed’. Because children spend many hours of their early age in schools, as their first step towards structured learning, it is important to consider architecture of school as an ‘experience’ in knowledge acquisition for children. 

The school should be a place where children are engaged, challenged and provided with the opportunities for learning through interaction with environment, and with learning that is extended beyond the borders of classrooms. This is the ambition of this PhD project.

This project brings the pedagogical role of the physical environment of schools into focus. It explores the triadic relation of architect – architecture – child and emphasizes architecture as a connecting link between child and the world outside through a process of non-verbal learning. The role of teacher here is limited to assisting the child in ‘uncovering’ the facts and ideas in a subject area.

The objective of this project is to establish principles for guidelines for school design where architecture has a pedagogical role. Architecture as a ‘landscape’ for learning. A Learnscape
.

A Learnscape, apart from a building within which children learn, is an architecture that is educative in itself, where children learn through interacting with architecture. The architecture in this way supports the education by taking an active role in the process of teaching. The role of architecture here is extended to the pedagogical environment in which it is a part.
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� The world outside vs. the tremendous world of children.


� A national project from Bahrain University, where I took part as an architect.


� Budaiya is located in Bahrain, an island which is connected to Saudi Arabia through a 20 km bridge. 


� Borrowed from Loris Malaguzzi, the father of Reggio Emilia Approach who claimed that children have many languages, many means of expression than the words.


� Bazaar in the Middle-East is the commercial centre and different from the word bazaar which is used in the West as the flee-market.


� Public bath which still functions in the Middle-East.


� Inn which functioned as a resting place for people and their horses, donkey.  


� Religious schools mostly for boys to learn about Quran and Islamic rules.


� Learnscape© is a metaphor for a ‘learning landscape’, where architecture has educating function in itself, architecture as pedagogue. The word Learnscape is original, my own contribution as a new original communicable knowledge.  
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