EILEEN ADAMS MA (RCA) B.Ed

Eileen Adams is a consultant whose work links art, design, environment and education. She has broad experience of art, design and environmental education, having worked as a teacher, a teacher educator, a researcher, in curriculum development, as a consultant and as an examiner. Her teaching experience spans all levels, including secondary schools and higher education. This has included work with B.Ed., PGCE, MA, MSc and MPhil students, including dissertation supervision. Her teaching has extended to hundreds of in-service and professional development courses. Eileen has been responsible for a range of research and development projects linking art, design and environment. These have focused on learning and teaching in schools, inter-professional collaboration in education, young people’s participation in environmental change, links between education and professional arts practice and the school as a learning environment. Curriculum development has linked teaching and research. Since 1984, she has worked as a freelance consultant.
Research and development

1970-1976, art and design teacher in two comprehensive schools in London.

1974-1976, led the Front Door Project, an innovative pilot scheme to create a working partnership between teachers and architects, in collaboration with the Greater London Council, Inner London Education Authority and The Royal College of Art. An account of this can be found in Education for Participation: Art and the Built Environment in Richer Futures: fashioning a new politics, (ed. K. Worpole),1999, Earthscan Publications Ltd, ISBN 1-85383-539-0

1976 -1982, seconded to the Schools Council to direct Art and the Built Environment 

project, funded by The Schools Council. Based at the Town and Country Planning 

Association 1976-1980, and edited a number of issues of the Bulletin of Environmental

Education. Research Fellow at  the Royal College of Art, 1980 -1982. The project developed critical and design studies in relation to art education and the built environment. This has had significant influence on art, design and environmental education in both the UK and other countries. Art and the Built Environment: A Teacher’s Approach, (with C. Ward), Longman, 1982. Consultant for television programmes Where and Why Do you Buy? and  Dealing with Change, for the Channel 4 Design Matters series.

1982-1984, tutor at Royal College of Art on MA course on Design Education. MA course. Master’s degree, Teachers, Architects and Planners: Collaboration In Education (1983).

1984-1994, consultant and researcher on projects for arts organisations, including INSEA, Freeform Arts Trust and the Royal Fine Art Commission, as well as local authorities in inner and outer London. 

· 1984, Art Education and Environmental Education, (with E. Berg and R. Mason), report for Unesco and the International Society for Education through Art (INSEA).

· 1986, Artists in Four Primary Schools in Hackney, for Freeform Arts Trust.

· 1986-1990, directed the initial research for Learning through Landscapes, a research project funded by the Countryside Commission, twelve local authorities in England and the Department for Education and Science. This research resulted in setting up the Learning through Landscapes Trust, which has been a major influence on improving design quality and extending educational opportunity in schools’ outdoor learning environments. Learning through Landscapes: report on the use, design and development of school grounds, Learning through Landscapes Trust 1990. Consultant for It’s Not all swings and Roundabouts, Junior Technology series for ITV and consultant for Playgrounds in the Primary School, in the Teaching Today series for the BBC.

· 1989 -1990, Learning to See, a study of the aesthetic and design aspects of environmental education in schools, for The Royal Fine Art Commission.

· 1992, evaluation of Playground Project at Gillespie School, a study for the London Borough of Islington, resulting in Making the Playground, Trentham Books, 1993, ISBN 0 948080 922.

· 1993, evaluation of Outdoor Learning Project Beddington Park School, a  study for the London Borough of Sutton.

1994 -1998, freelance consultant and Research Fellow at London South Bank University in the Department of Education.

· 1994, Public Art Policy Review, seminar series and report for the London Arts Board. 


· 1995, evaluation of the Mentor Programme, London Borough of  Lambeth.

· 1995, evaluation of the START! Exhibition at Walsall Museum and Art Gallery.

· (1994-1996) evaluation of Technical and Vocational Education Initiatives in Lambeth Schools for the London Borough of Lambeth TVEI in Lambeth for Lambeth Education Authority.

· 1997, evaluation, Southwark Summer University, a summer programme for young people, London Borough of Southwark.

· 1997, Analysis of Youth Questionnaire for the London Borough of Lambeth.

· Public Art: people, projects, process, commissioned by the Southern Band, four regional arts boards in the South of England, AN Publications, 1997, ISBN 0 907730 36 1.

· Changing Places: Young People’s Participation in Environmental Planning, commissioned by The Children’s Society (1998) ISBN 1 899783 00 8.

1999-2001, Research Fellow in the Department of Arts Administration, South Bank University and freelance consultant.

· AESOP Project, (Arts Education, Schools, Organisations, Partnerships) for London South Bank University.

· 1999-2000, Review of Public Art commissioned by The Scottish Arts Council.

· 2000, SPACE PLACE, a research notebook for children to study at the Lighthouse, the National Centre for Architecture and Design in Glasgow.

· 1994-2000, collaboration with colleagues from a range of disciplines in Japan resulted in Machi Work: Education for Participation (with I. Kinoshita), (2000) Fudosha, 2000, ISBN 1 85856 233 3.

· 1999-2001, research on public art and education for Commissions East, funded by the Arts Council of England and Eastern Arts, resulted in Educated About Public Art, Commissions East, 2001, ISBN 0 9541447 0 8.

· 2000-2001, evaluation of the North Kent Architecture Centre’s Sight Specific built environment education programme, funded by the Arts Council of England, resulting in the publication Breaking Boundaries (2001) ISBN 1 901509 60 5.

· 2002, evaluation of the Experimental Playground Project at Daubeny Primary School for Hackney Wick Public Art Project.

Committees

Has been an active member of advisory and executive committees for a range of professional, arts and environmental organisations, including: Environmental Education Committee, Royal Institute of Architects (1977-1984 and 1995-1998), Civic Trust Education Group (1987-1991), Member of Council, National Association for Design Education (1994-1999), Member of Council, Council for Urban Studies (1994-1999),  Member of Editorial Board for Art and Craft, (1993-1994), Member of Executive Committee, then Chair, National Association for Urban Studies and Member of Editorial Board of Streetwise, (1994-2002), Member of Management Committee and Chair of Education Committee, Southwark Arts Forum (1999-2001), Trustee of Cardiff Bay Arts Trust  (2000-2003) and member of the Learning Environments of the Future Group for the Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment (2002-2004). Eileen is currently Chair of the Education Panel for the Design Commission for Wales and Chair of Governors at Eveline Lowe Primary School in Southwark, an inner city borough in London.

Work abroad

Since 1977, has worked abroad each year as a lecturer at conferences and courses and as a consultant in 22 countries, including Australia, Austria, Bahrein, Brasil, Canada, Cyprus, Denmark, Eire, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Israel, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Netherlands, Portugal, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden and the USA. 

In 2004, has been invited to contribute to a seminar on Urban Studies in Stockholm, Sweden, to act as an adviser and be a keynote speaker at the Summer Design Institute at the Cooper Hewitt Museum, New York, USA, to contribute to a workshop with architects at the Alvar Aalto Academy in Finland and to be a keynote speaker at the Third Conference on Children’s Art at the Musea Pedagogica de Arte Infantil in Madrid, Spain.
Current work

Since 2001, has led POWER DRAWING, the education programme for DRAWING POWER, the National Campaign for Drawing, funded by the National Endowment for Science, Technology and the Arts (NESTA), The Linbury Trust , The Esmee Fairbairn Foundation and the Heritage Lottery Fund. Essentially action research, this explores the role of drawing as a medium for learning across the curriculum. It encourages educators in primary and secondary schools, museums, galleries and heritage sites to be reflective practitioners, reviewing and sharing their practice of using drawing to support learning across the curriculum.

· Drawing Power in Engage, issue 10, autumn 2001, ISSN 1365-9383.

· Power Drawing in The International Journal of Art & Design, Vol 23 No 3, pp 220-233, 2002, ISSN 0260-9991. 

· Consultant for Draw It! video on the first Big Draw at the British Museum, Malachite Films (20030 and for DVD Image and Identity, commissioned by the Victoria and Albert Museum and published by Malachite Films (2004).

· A series of books report on work in progress, exploring the use of drawing as perception, communication and invention: 

Power Drawing (2001)

Start Drawing (2002)

Drawing on Experience (2003) 

Notebooks (2004)

More publications are currently in preparation: 

Space and Place (2004)

Lines of Enquiry (2004)

Drawing Attractions (2005)

Professional Practice (2006)

Final publications are planned for 2006.

For some years, has been a Visiting Academic at Middlesex University and since 1994, an academic tutor at London South Bank University, with particular responsibility for research methods on the MSc programme on Education for Sustainability 
From 1990-97, was Deputy Chief Examiner for Art/Design for the International Baccalaureate and continues as an examiner for Visual Arts. 

Since 2000, has been an External Examiner for the M Phil course in Art and Design in Organisational Contexts at Glasgow School of Art, for the BA course in Community Arts at the University of Strathclyde and the BA course in Public Art at Chelsea College of Art and Design.  Has also acted as evaluator for The Scottish Arts Council Lottery Fund.

From 2004, will act as evaluator for Shaping Places, a new project by the Kent Architecture Centre, which aims to develop working partnerships between education and design professionals, to embed built environment studies in schools in the south of England.

