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In Turkey, projects about children concerning architectural topics are very rare. Mostly it is concerned in Education of Basic Art and organised by people who does not have architectural formation. Despite these there are no organised education programme on architecture for children yet

On May 2002 we, (a group of architects, students of architecture and a pedagog, some of whom have past experiences on working with children) started working to create “Children and Architecture Project” in Ankara Section of Chamber of Architects of Turkey. The goals of the project have been mentioned as, to support children’s creativity and pure conscience;  to be able to learn from children; and to educate children as responsible citizens who have the responsibility of making the right choices concerning environment, urban heritage and human rights as well during their life.

After the UIA Congress in Berlin on June 2002 we had the “built environment education” document of UIA as the base document. We also have friends abroad with whom we are contact with to share their experience like ARKKI from Finland. We worked on several examples from different countries and we decided our priorities on the subject. According to these priorities we created our project document. Main working topics of the project document are as follows:

· 1000 Architects at 1000 Schools: We have been planing to make workshops in all schools in Ankara until 2005 before UIA2005 Congress in Istanbul. We already organised workshops in a few schools. We are learning from our first experiences to design new workshops for new semester of education.

· Architecture Summer Schools: We have organised two summer schools. Participants of the first one was between 9-12 years old. It has been held on June 2002  The topic was “Your Own Living Unit”.  The second one will be held between 30 June – 6 July 2003  Participants of the second will be between 13-16 years old. The topic will be “Understand the City”  There will be several workshops, lectures and visits around the Ankara city during the summer school.

Between 17-19th of  May, we also organised a meeting of children from Ankara (the capital city)  and children from Halfeti(a small historical town in East Anatolia 2/3 of where will go under water  because of a dam constructed near the town.). 25 children from Ankara went to Halfeti to meet with 75 children to learn about architecture and urban heritage of Halfeti.

For further information please contact: monur@mimarlarodasiankara.org
