Program

“Harmony and landscape, architecture, cultural traditions”

GOALS

Setting links between cultural and natural landscape, architecture and ecology. (Cultural landscape as part of common European heritage. Architecture in both space and time dimensions. Ecology understood as sustainable development and not only environmental protection)

1. To work out a comprehensive educational program attached to environmental planning and train project managers. The program will help to design models for local initiatives

2. To form community task groups for introducing ARCHITECTURE into social awareness as a crucial element of culture

3. To support communities in planning processes

4. To support sustainable planning, architecture and building technologies

PARTICIPANTS

School communities, architects and urban planners, councilors and civil servants, NGOs, ecologists, farmers, culture animators, journalists, ethnographers, conservators of historic monuments and nature, artists.

IMPLEMENTATION FORMS

1. Seminars, conferences, excursions, interdisciplinary workshops 

2. Education programs

3. Working out and initiating of pilot projects in chosen communities

4. Publications, exhibitions, films, multimedia presentations

5. Discussion forum

6. Data base

The program started in 1998 in the Center of Culture Animation in Warsaw in the form of conferences and workshops held at least once a year in a specific region or town, meeting 

the needs of cooperation within local environments and broad exchange of experiences. 

It helps to inspire further activities and “permeates” school programs, plans of development and other projects, work profiles of broadening number of participants from many fields.  

EXPECTED RESULTS

1. Finding out important features in the cultural landscape in Poland within the European background

2. Transfer of living tradition

3. Finding out new meanings and values of harmony and sustainability

4. Maintaining the balance between the environment and human activity

5. Designing models for communities, authorities and businesses to work together

PARTNERS:

Center of Culture Animation, National Center of Culture, Warsaw

Foundation for the Development of Architecture and Art, Poznań

Laboratory of Creative Education of the Contemporary Art Center, Warszawa

The Wandering Architects Group, Poznań

GAP Polska - Global Action Plan for the Earth Foundation, Podkowa Leśna

Mazovian Centre of Culture and Art, Warsaw

      The Museum Chamber and the Secondary School, Czaplinek

      The Płock Center of Culture and Art, Płock 

      The Art Secondary School, Supraśl

      The Secondary School, Żyrardów

EXPERIENCES

The values in the cultural landscape shaping – architecture of villages and small towns,

    Bory Tucholskie 1998

Cultural heritage and architecture in development programs of rural areas 

    and small towns, Malechowo, Pomerania 1999 (the European conference)

The city – courtyards and courts, Cracow 2000 (penetrating the “unknown” city

   structure) 

Our Place, Kazimierz Dolny on the Vistula river 2000 (workshops for youth culture

    centers)

Płock courtyards, Płock 2001 (art, photography, literature competitions, festivals,

    performances, concerts, theatre, films, exhibitions).

Encounters with architecture, traditions of living – the  cultural environment, Czaplinek

    (Pomerania) 2001; (within the program: 

                 competitions: 

                 White and black charts of Czaplinek’s Architecture

                 My home 

                 educational programs: 

                 Little church

                 The open and built – up landscapes tradition and architecture

                 About diversity and identity of our hometown

                 Subject of architecture in school programs)

Landscape and Place, Wigry 2001 (art workshop for pedagogy students and youth culture

     centers)

      Looking for the character of the region - encounters with architecture, Supraśl 2002

The program resulted also with thematic exhibitions:

Home – a friendly place, architecture and ecology
Architecture and the region: Bory Tucholskie

Wandering in time and space

      documentary films, screenplays, publications in professional and local press

PRESENT ACTIVITIES 

Town and architecture, my courtyard – courtyards, schoolyards, playgrounds (Płock, continuation – redevelopment of small and larger courtyards and playgrounds, support for the children group of one of the courtyards who started their own theatre)

      Development of a little town - once multicultural (Supraśl and Radziłów 2003)

      Cooperation with the project supported by “Leonardo da Vinci” European Comission program:“Home – my Middle of the World” organized by the Laboratory of Creative Education of the Center of Contemporary Art, Warsaw; Jubilee Arts c/PLEX, Great Britain; Helsingin Kuvataiekoulu, Finland; (Supraśl, 2003), the redevelopment of the schoolyard is planned together with the school community

      The planning meeting and development of the “Charter of Drahim” (Czaplinek, 2003) 

PLANNED

      Harmony and landscape, architecture, cultural traditions, international conference

      Akademia Łucznica, further development of interdisciplinary school and workshops in the existing Culture Animation Training Center in Łucznica, south – east from Warsaw

publications:

Encounters with Architecture – educational projects: planning, architecture and ecology

Urban Microsphere – a manual of urban revitalization

Villages and Towns – Beauty and Development – ideas for contemporary community life, culture and economy without loosing “provincial” traditional values

I have been active participant in the program, started by Zofia Bisiak in the Center of Culture Animation almost from it’s beginning, trying to help and, maybe, to inspire. Now the program is more and more bound with schools and houses of culture, where it is  necessary to show how such environments may serve as living educational models. At the workshop presentation at I am going to show  examples of projects with children bound with this program: Architectural education projects in Czaplinek, the courtyards in Płock, art and architecture as culture animation projects and perspectives in Łucznica.

Dariusz Śmiechowski 
