Atsuko Sakai - Experiences of “Architecture and Children”

Introduction

| focused on two aspects of “Architecture and Children” under the guidance of Dr. Anne Taylor at the University of New Mexico.
The first one was teaching architecture to K-12 students. | began by working on some standard “Architecture and Children”
programs, and then applied these theories to projects including exchange programs with the “Architecture and Children” network
of Sendai, Japan.

The second one was to research and design learning environments, especially innovative learning environments which
correspond to creative architectural design curriculum.

As a synthesis of my experiences these two aspects were incorporated into one research/design project as master’s final project.

General Projects

Basic Programs: Schematic Drawings, Architectural Conventions,
Structural Concepts, Architectural Design Process, Model
Construction, Site Analysis, Bridge Design, Design & Technology,
and Presentation
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. Lowell Elementary School (4th grade) 1997

“Architecture and Children” Public School Project

Institute of Environmental Education 1998
K-12 Summer School Program: Design Classes for Youth
Teacher Training Program: Architecture in the Southwest
Summer Program

Harrison Middle School (6th — 9th grade)

Design Education Curriculum 2001
Design Studio Program as a part of academic curriculum in a
public school




Japan - America Exchange Program

“Architecture and Children around the World”
Montezuma Elementary School (5th grade)
Albuquerque, New Mexico 1999-2000

This is an exchange program between Montezuma
Elementary School, Albuguerque, New Mexico, U.S.A. and
Ashinokuchi Elementary School, Sendai, Japan

The project theme was Eco-Architecture. In both schools the
entire 5th grade studied the ecology of our environment and
designed Eco-Architecture. During the design process they
exchange their ideas, designs, sketches and models through
letters, slide shows, real time video conferencing and an
exhibition at the Science Center in Sendai. We concluded
with Dr. Anne Taylor, three Montezuma students and four

university architecture students visiting Sendai to present their

projects at Ashinokuchi elementary School and a symposium
at the Cultural Youth Center in the city of Sendai.
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Minami Koizumi Elementary School (6th grade)
Sendai, Japan 2003
Architecture and Music Workshop

This is a part of the school memorial workshop for graduating
students. There were two workshops. One was creating
images of Washington, DC with black paper after a slide show
of Washington, DC. The other one was creating the images
and sound/music of their project “Minami Koizumi Community
Design Project” which they previously designed during the
semester. The topics of the images and music were the
same so that we could combine these together as an audio
visual presentation.



Research and Design Projects

“The Environmental Design Experience Center”
Master’s Final Project
University of New Mexico 2001

This was a project, which combined research, programming and
the design of a new type of public educational facility. Itis a
place where visitors explore the design of space, architecture
and the environment through the design process utilizing the
facilities of the center and their five senses as much as possible.
It is located in a riverside park in the city of Sendai, Japan, which
was to be the location of a new subway line. The project
concept was also presented at the second community and
professional workshop organized by the city of Sendai.

“Manzanita Daycare Center” Design Studio
University of New Mexico 1999

Collaborative Project with Linda C. Chido, Sandee Jensen and
the staff and children of Manzanita Daycare Center.

This project included observation of existing space use, creating
a better environment, and designing new facilities. We also
incorporated children’s workshops along with this design
process not only to understand their behavior and what kind of
environment they wanted, but also to give the children
opportunities to explore architecture.
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