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The language of architecture

Architectural education means exploring the buildings and design in our builded environment that is builded art, builded history and builded culture.  Besides that it means to me also a point of viewing the architecture in every-day surroundings. I wish I could “put architectural eyeglasses on” my pupils so that they could understand the language of architecture and environment. To speak that language is dialogy and to use it means the interactivity between the environment and the people. By the skills of using that language people can finally effect on they own surroundings. The grammar in my teaching of this language is beauty, functionality and ecology. The denominator is: in interactive relationship. 


BEAUTY+FUNCTIONALITY+ECOLOGY


                                                                      =

IN INTERACTIVE RELATIONSHIP



a pattern of teaching the language of architecture

Projects

”My Töölö -bay” -city planning project with school pupils

I started to work with children as an architecture”guide” in a project called”My Töölö -bay” year 1994. One school grade of 28 pupils, age around 11 years and team of teachers: one artist, one environment psychologist, the grade teacher and me. The project itself was merely an experiment for school children how to explore, plan and effect on own surroundings. Our subject was the Töölö -bay area in the centre of Helsinki. Ones a week for few hours during the whole year we investigated the area together with the pupils. They work was to analyse and evaluate what are good and bad things in the area and state arguments for they opinions. Lot of group working and discussions. Many lectures and visits by specialists of city planning.  After evaluating it was time to make a proposal for a better idea, write and draw it. In the end of semester we had these great plans for the bay-area written, drawn and in a model in scale 1:500. To end the project we had big exhibition for a whole month at the Annantalo Art Centre for Children, Helsinki. At the opening the newspapers, TV and radio was there included the politicians and city planners of Helsinki. The opening and exhibition was one outstanding performance done by pupils, these young planners. 
The”My Töölö -bay” had many sides of a excellent project. Teachers’ teamwork did not have any problems. The grade teacher was good in pedagogy. He informed the pupils well, demanded them to work besides giving them enough freedom to create. It was easy to give the pupils new and inspiring information as a specialist and as an outsider of the routine school day. 

But the plans of the pupils did never come true. I asked why not, and why did I try to teach them if the result is frustrating? It is difficult to explain the difference between the planning and the realisation. How could I make enthusiasm of children and creative ideas to come out freely? What could I teach so that children still can use their free and unlimited mind?

Architecture for children - courses at the Annantalo Art Centre, 1997 -

Regular course once a week for the whole year for group of 10 children ages 6-10. My idea is to explore with the children the artistic and aesthetic sides of architecture also in every-day surroundings. We explore the symbolism and semiotics, the values of old and new designs in builded environment around us. From the early home of human, the cave and the vault roof, we go to study with the construction in flora and fauna. What construction we can find in leaves, in the trees or in the nests of bird, animals or spiders. How the nature has effected on human beings ways to design or build their houses? Where does come the beauty or aesthetics? What is the function of construction and how it effects on the buildings outlook? We end up our exploring to go more deeply in to some special construction like the tower, the bridge etc. 

The solution of the task is unique and individual; there is very seldom a wrong decision. The ways to teach is the ways the children learn: with playing and with telling stories and talking together. It is remembering individual experiments of subject in hand and getting new ones together. It means learning together in dialectical relationship, in interaction between the pupils and the teacher. That means also having good trust between the teacher and the pupils as well as having good time together. 
(Pictures numbers: 1 - 4)

”Builded environment - the WAGON”, project with 500 hundred pupils

In the year 2000 I was asked to plan and lead workshops in five preliminary schools in Helsinki to teach architecture and environments. The goal for the project was to teach the pupils how they can effect on their own environments. Working tightly together with the schools and the teachers was to show and teach the methods to them as well. That meant teaching for over 500 hundred pupil, ages 6-13 years, about 40 teachers and whole autumn season. Each school got two week period in architecture. The themes were taken from the environment of the school and varied after the needs of the grade and the school. The themes were: ”Exploring the space in our school”, ”Designing  our schoolyard”, “Designing our schoolyard for teaching”, ”Exploring the history trough architecture and finding the values of it ” and ”Improving the neighbourhood surroundings of our school”.

How could I and my assistant teach a normal grade of pupils, who might not have any interest in builded environments? How to motivate “the pupil on the street”? It meant to tap very carefully the soundings of the school and the pupils. 

The project went really well what comes to the motivation of pupils and schools. The given tasks and the teaching were said being very good. There were good lectures given by experts, exciting excursions and the final exhibitions got publicity among the whole school and the press. The frustration problem came out in the schoolyard plans. Pupils were not informed enough of the difference between the theory and practise: to plan and to realize it. Again! I have to solute that problem some day…

Workshops in the Museum of Finnish Architecture (MFA), 2002-2003

Children’s workshops started during the exhibition of Frank O. Gehrys work. I guided children trough the exhibition explaining Gehrys ideas of planning a building. In the workshop we used only pieces of wood and glue to make a small scale model of building.. ”To the 3rd Dimension” -workshop aimed to teach the children how to show the idea in the 3rd dimension by making a building and showing its function very distinctively.

Exhibition”The Immaterial Space” at the Museum was meant to children, the youth and their parents. Exhibition included performances and weekly workshops. The immaterial factors -the un-touchable-by-hand - that are forming the space were my subjects in workshop teaching. The atmosphere and feeling, the memory, the image, the personal opinion of good or a bad place: where do these things come into pupils mind? Can they make them visible in simple box? 
(Pictures numbers: 5 - 9)

Solutions are questions

To teach the language of architecture and environments sounds to me a challenge. To educate children in architecture brings tree questions in to my mind: WHAT to teach, HOW to teach and WHY to teach? I am a guide of architecture, who motivates my pupils to use their own memories of their experiments in given tasks. My duty is to experiment the subject together with my students. Trough that experiment give my pupils an opportunity for their own personal solution. As an educator I should be able to listen to the soundings from children combining the voices of architecture and the local surroundings. I should make my pupils to understand the language of the builded environment so that they could interact with it. The combination of individuality and understanding the new guides me to the subject, for the reason and to the methods to teach. Finally I should be able to answer my questions: WHAT, WHY and HOW to teach language of architecture to the pupils…
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